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Initial Exploration of inappropriate Ratification and Review of
Political Case During the Martial Law Period in Taiwan-Taking
Chiang Kai-shek as the Focus of Discussion
Su, Jui-Chiang”

Abstract

During the Martial Law Period, there were tens of thousand people in
Taiwan being arrested, interrogated, and punished by the ruling authorities
with the suspicion of offense of rebellion or Communist agents, resulting
in white terror atmosphere’s haunting Taiwan over a long period of time.
During the Martial Law Period, basically the political offenders would be
brought up for military trial. The results of military trial must be submitted to
senior military official for ratification and review. The process was usually
via Ministry of National Defense, Office of the President, and finally being
ratified and reviewed by the president. In the process, President Chiang Kai-
shek usually played a most crucial role. However, while possessing great
power of ratification and review, inappropriate even illegal situations caused
by Chiang Kai-shek often happened in the ratification and review process of

many political cases, and usually caused great infringement of human rights.

Keywords : White Terror, Political Cases, Military Trial, Chiang Kai-shek,

Ratification and Review

*  Ph. D., Department of History, National Chengchi University.
Teacher, National Changhua Senior High School,
Adjunct Assistant Professor, Central Taiwan University of Science and Technology & Feng Chia
University.
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